
                Happy Holidays from Shirley & David!

Here's our Year 2022 in pictures and words:

In mid-January, our son Brian and his new wife, Rebecca, met David, Daniel, and Shirley for
dinner at a restaurant as they were passing through Atlanta on the way home from their
honeymoon.  We had attended their wedding on December 31 in Santa Rosa Beach, FL.

Towards the end of January, David and I discovered that my allergy problem and his chest
congestion were actually mild cases of COVID.

During the night between February 28 and March 1, our beloved Loki died in his sleep. He was 19
years old and had gotten to a point that week where he could no longer walk and had to be
carried. We had decided to take him to be put down that morning, but we were at least spared
that trauma.

In April and in September, Shirley went to Gibbs Gardens with the Outdoors Group of our
church (Mountain Light Universal Unitarian Church). The large garden is a beautiful, well-kept

place with wide paths going past ponds of
waterlilies, many flowers and flowering shrubs,
interesting sculptures, and a huge Japanese
Garden at the end.



Also in April, David, Shirley, Daniel and his girlfriend, Tracy, went to Biloxi to visit Brian and
Rebecca and grandsons Nicholas and Andrew for a surprise 50th birthday party for Brian.

The four of us stayed in the top floor of the B&B
that Brian and Rebecca had bought there in Biloxi.

May was a busy month! Four events happened:

1.) Shirley went on an Outdoors Group outing to Project Chimps, a large facility that provides
lifelong care to former research chimpanzees at its 230+ acre forested sanctuary. There is a
trail around the perimeter of the sanctuary which we hiked. But we weren't able to see the
chimps, since they restrict visitors for the chimps' sakes.

2.) We went to Lakemont, GA, where
Shirley's sister Jan and brother-in-law
Bruce live. It was for a birthday party for
their oldest daughter Lisa and good friend
Harkins.



3.) The Outdoors Group had another event, a hike at Fort Mountain, which has lots of rocks and
roots in the trail and is more vertical than we're used to.

4.) David went with me in May to
see the wildflowers at Gibbs Gardens.

In July, we went to Lakemont again,
this time for an Independence Day
celebration. There were lots of
adults and kids and dogs and cats,
homemade pizza, cake, and games.



In September, Shirley starting going on sketching trips with a friend from church plus a few
others who joined them. She has been inspired to work more on painting in acrylics in her
studio.

In October, the Outdoors Group hiked on the Amadahy Trail, the most stenuous trail yet!

In November, we went to Biloxi to visit Brian and Rebecca and the boys. They now own the
house next door to their B&B. The boys and their dad played football, the boys' latest passion.



This month, Phil and Marianne came to our house for a visit.

Here's the Christmas wreath
that Shirley's sister Jan and
niece Shelley made. They get
together and make one every
year, from greenery they
find in their nearby woods.

We hope you all have a great Christmas and wish you a Happy New Year!

Love,
Shirley & David


